
LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

 

MEETING DATE: September 9, 2003 AGENDA ITEM NO.:  10 
 
CONSENT:  X REGULAR: CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION: X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:  Support of Virginia First Cities Education Resolution 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt Virginia First Cities proposed resolution in support of Virginia’s Students.  
 
 
SUMMARY: One of the goals adopted by the Virginia First Cities Coalition (VFC) for the next year is to be a 
voice for education funding both alone and in cooperation with other groups.  From the efforts of VFC and 
other interested groups, the Alliance for Virginia’s Students has been formed.  The attached memorandum 
explains the purpose of the alliance and its membership.   
 
To support the efforts of the Alliance for Virginia’s Students and other VFC initiatives on behalf of education 
funding, the Policy Committee of VFC asked that each VFC member make a one-time contribution of $5,000 in 
support of efforts to improve education funding. In addition, each VFC member is also being asked to adopt 
the attached resolution in support of Virginia’s students.   
 
Although Council has approved the $5000 contribution on the first reading, with the second reading scheduled 
for this meeting, the resolution was inadvertently left off the Council report for your August 12 meeting.  
 
PRIOR ACTION(S): August 5, 2003 Finance Committee 

August 12, 2003 City Council—appropriated $5,000 
  
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: None 
 
 
 
CONTACT(S):  Kimball Payne 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Memo describing the Alliance for Virginia’s Students; proposed resolution in support of 
Virginia’s students. 
 
 
 
REVIEWED BY:  lkp 
 



 
 
 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF VIRGINIA’S STUDENTS 
 
WHEREAS, many students in Virginia’s public schools are at-risk of not learning what is required to earn a 
high school diploma, enroll in a college or university or enter the job market, and even the successful students 
who graduate are affected by schools struggling to provide the level of educational quality they need and 
deserve; and, whereas, teachers often find they do not have the tools or training necessary to teach the 
subjects mandated for achievement of state standards and teachers’ salaries and the uncertain state support 
of salaries do not provide the kind of incentives that attract and keep the most talented professionals, and, 
 
WHEREAS, state funding for public education does not reflect the true cost of constructing, staffing, equipping, 
operating and maintaining schools that perform at the level needed to support the foundation for standards of 
quality and learning, and the costs of educating at-risk students create additional fiscal pressures on many 
school systems, and, whereas, not only are students being left behind, taxpayers are seeing the increasing 
burden of higher local real estate tax rates as local governments try to pay both their share and the state’s 
share of education costs, and, when Virginia’s students plan for higher education, they face additional 
challenges because legislative reports also have verified that appropriate levels of funding have not been 
achieved for higher education, and one of the worst results of reduced funding for college students is that so 
many qualified Virginia students are denied admission because the faculty, buildings, and equipment are 
simply not there to accommodate them, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the effects of being left behind without a high school diploma or a college degree, especially for an 
at-risk student, are compelling. A Virginian who has a high school diploma earns a lot more than one who does 
not. A degree from a community college means more, and a four-year college degree means even more. 
Education literally pays, in addition to its other quality-of-life benefits. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Lynchburg City Council urges the General Assembly to 
provide additional state dollars to fully fund the actual costs of the Standards of Quality and the legislative 
guidelines for higher education funding. These actions are essential if our elementary, middle and high 
schools, community colleges and four-year colleges and universities are to meet the following goals: 
 
• Smaller classes in schools and colleges where teachers and faculty can provide students the individual 

attention they need to learn and graduate on time; 
 
• Sufficient numbers of well-qualified teachers and faculty to give every student the opportunity to graduate 

from high school and to have access to higher education and opportunities for training and skill 
development; 

 
• Competitive salaries to attract and keep well-qualified teachers and faculty to help students learn; 
 
• Modern, safe classrooms, laboratories, technology and equipment to provide the environment in which 

students learn best; 
 
• Accountability and performance measurement at all levels for students, teachers, faculty, administrators 

and others responsible for helping students learn. 
 
Adopted: 
 
Certified:       
  Clerk of Council 
 
145P 
 
 
 












